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was accepted into Officer’s Candidate School 
in 1995. He has also received a B.A. in His-
tory from Ramapo College in New Jersey and 
was selected for Career Level School through 
which he attended United States Army Field 
Artillery School, Captain’s Career Course in 
April of 2002. 

Upon graduation from the Basic School, 
Major Sharp reported to the United States 
Army Field Artillery School and was des-
ignated a Field Artillery Officer. In his first tour, 
he reported to Battery E, 2nd Battalion, 11th 
Marines and served as forward observer, 
Guns Platoon Commander, and Executive Of-
ficer. During this tour, he was deployed to Oki-
nawa, Japan in support of the 31st MEU 
(SOC). Major Sharp has also served as S–3A/ 
Battalion Fire Direction Officer following the 
completion of his tour at 2nd Battalion, Target 
Information Officer for the 15th MEU Com-
mand Element, MEU Liaison to the United Na-
tions for conducting operations to stabilize the 
new nation of East Timor in the spring of 
2000, and Fire Support Officer following Sep-
tember 11, in which he assisted in the plan-
ning and execution of the seizure of Forward 
Operation Base Rhino, Afghanistan, to include 
combat operations. 

Upon his graduation from Career Level 
School, Major Sharp was assigned to Battery 
B, 1st Battalion, 10th Marine Regiment and 
served as Commanding Officer. While he 
served this position, Major Sharp and Battery 
B were deployed with Regimental Combat 
Team 2, Task Force Tarawa, in support of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom and participated in the 
Battle of An Nasiriyah. Upon his return to 
CONUS, Major Sharp assumed the duties of 
the Battalion Logistics Officer, and then Bat-
talion Operations Officer. 

Major Sharp’s decorations include the Navy- 
Marine Corps Achievement Medal with Com-
bat ‘‘V’’ and two stars and the Navy Marine 
Corps Achievement Medal. 

Madam Speaker, I know that the Members 
of the House will join me in thanking and hon-
oring Major Sharp for his exceptional commit-
ment to the United States Marine Corps and 
wishing him luck in his future endeavors. 
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RECOGNIZING PROJECT 
TRANSITION 

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 18, 2007 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to thank Project 
Transition for 25 years of service and support 
to people suffering from mental illness. By pro-
viding the necessary care and assistance, 
Project Transition has paved the way for 
adults with psychiatric problems to recover 
and contribute to society. 

Project Transition’s unique communities 
offer not only medical treatment, but also di-
verse opportunities for healing of the mind, 
body and spirit. Throughout their stays, resi-
dents learn to rebuild hope and trust. Patients 
are exposed to treatment and instruction that 
cultivates the skills necessary to live a normal 
life as a member of our community. 

The Project Transition team is made up of 
professionals with the right experience and 
know-how in psychiatric and psychological 

treatment. They work to teach social skills, 
management of psychiatric conditions and 
help reintegrate patients back into the commu-
nity. Their innovative approach has earned 
them both national acclaim and sincere grati-
tude from the many families they have helped. 

Madam Speaker, this year Project Transition 
celebrates its 25th anniversary as an organi-
zation serving Bucks County adults with psy-
chiatric disorders. Project Transition has 
earned the appreciation of the hundreds of 
adults now able to live a full and healthy life. 
I join them in thanking this wonderful organiza-
tion for their efforts, commend them on their 
work and wish them a future of continued suc-
cess. 

f 

CONGRATULATING COLONEL JOHN 
P. SWIFT ON HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM THE CONNECTICUT AIR 
NATIONAL GUARD 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 18, 2007 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Colonel John P. Swift of En-
field, Connecticut, who retires from the Con-
necticut Air National Guard on Sunday, June 
24, 2007, after nearly 26 years of service to 
our Nation. 

Since graduating from the United States Air 
Force Academy in 1981, Colonel Swift has 
worked closely with the A–10 Thunderbolt or, 
as it is more commonly known, the ‘‘Warthog.’’ 
His post-academy education and service took 
him to Oklahoma, New Mexico, Arizona, Lou-
isiana and even the United Kingdom before he 
landed back in Connecticut. In 1989, he began 
his career with the Connecticut Air National 
Guard as the Operations Plan Officer for the 
103rd Fighter Group at Bradley International 
Airport in East Granby, Connecticut. 

From there, he worked his way through the 
ranks until reaching his current position as 
Commander of the 103rd Fighter Wing in Feb-
ruary 2006. As Commander, Colonel Swift has 
lead more than 1000 men and women of the 
103rd Fighter Wing and overseen all aspects 
of base operations, including aviation, mainte-
nance and support operations for the Wing’s 
A–10 aircraft. In his most recent roles, he has 
worked closely with his colleagues in the Con-
necticut National Guard and the Connecticut 
congressional delegation to help see the 
103rd Fighter Wing through a period of 
change and transformation. 

His leadership, his passion for his job and 
his dedication to the mission of the Con-
necticut Air National Guard will be greatly 
missed. I ask all my colleagues to join with 
me, the men and women of the Connecticut 
National Guard, and the people of Connecticut 
in thanking Colonel Swift for his service and 
wishing him the best in his new endeavors. 
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IN HONOR OF SPECIALIST 
ZACHARY GRASS 

HON. RALPH REGULA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 18, 2007 

Mr. REGULA. Madam Speaker, with great 
sorrow I rise today to recognize Specialist 

Zachary Grass, an Ohio citizen from my dis-
trict, who gave his life fighting for our country. 
On Saturday, June 16, 2007 in Iraq, Army sol-
dier Zachary Grass was killed by a roadside 
bomb. 

As a 2003 graduate of Fairless High School, 
he was a member of both the varsity basket-
ball and baseball teams. From his athletic in-
volvement in high school to becoming a sol-
dier in the Army he showed great leadership. 
More importantly he was happy to be serving 
his country. 

This outstanding young man showed cour-
age and dedication during his tour of duty. 
Zachary is a true hero and reminds us of the 
dedication evidenced by all the men and 
women all over the world fighting the war on 
terror. We must reflect on this great life and 
the sacrifice he made to defend our freedom 
and security. 

Zachary Grass and his family will be forever 
in our hearts and prayers. May we keep them 
in mind as they struggle through this difficult 
period of mourning. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENT OF CAROL DUMAINE 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 18, 2007 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the accomplishment of Ms. 
Carol Dumaine, of Reston, Virginia, and a 
proud member of our civil service. Ms. 
Dumaine, an employee of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency, has contributed to our Na-
tion’s future security through the establishment 
of the Global Futures Forum (GFF), a highly 
innovative think tank which coordinates inter-
national expertise to enhance intelligence 
analysis. 

As the 9/11 Commission confirmed, intel-
ligence and law enforcement officials had un-
covered a number of warning signs that a ter-
rorist attack on U.S. soil was imminent, but the 
failure to recognize the links between the intel-
ligence precluded authorities from stopping the 
attacks. Ms. Dumaine has created a forum 
which allows for more thorough intelligence 
analysis from a cadre of outside experts. 
Global Futures Forum (GFF) unites intel-
ligence experts from different nations with pro-
fessionals from diverse fields so that emerging 
issues can be recognized quickly and collec-
tively addressed. The GFF reviews intelligence 
in the public domain and promotes open, inter-
active linkages to knowledge and insight that 
exists outside of traditional security organiza-
tions. 

GFF delegates represent the wide spectrum 
of intelligence and security organizations, mul-
tilateral institutions, academia and non-govern-
ment personnel from more than 30 nations. A 
series of forums in 2005 and 2006 brought 
these experts together to work face-to-face, 
providing them with an opportunity to strength-
en international partnerships and to share 
knowledge about global security challenges. 
To ensure that partners would have opportuni-
ties to collaborate outside of the conferences, 
Ms. Dumaine created the GFF website to pro-
vide a constant means of collaboration, allow-
ing GFF partners to share their latest 
thoughts, research and analysis through their 
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own interactive blogs or chats with other par-
ticipants. Her work ensures that the dialogue 
fostered by the GFF never really ends. 

Ms. Dumaine created a global community 
that increases exposure to diverse perspec-
tives and catalyzes discussion on adapting in-
telligence organizations to address nontradi-
tional challenges. These partnerships created 
through Ms. Dumaine’s effort will help ensure 
that potential security threats will be handled 
properly, allowing for the best response pos-
sible. For her great contribution to the intel-
ligence community, she has been selected as 
a finalist for the Partnership for Public Serv-
ice’s ‘‘National Security Medal’’. 

Madam Speaker, I commend Ms. Dumaine 
for her leadership, and I am proud to have her 
live in Virginia’s 8th Congressional District as 
she contributes to the greatest civil service in 
the world. I wish her all the best in her future 
endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 2007 BENTON CAR-
DINALS BOYS’ HIGH SCHOOL 
BASEBALL TEAM 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 18, 2007 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize the outstanding achieve-
ment of the Benton Cardinals boys’ High 
School baseball team on defeating the Sul-
livan Knights, by a score of 2–0, to win the 
school’s first ever baseball championship. 

The Cardinals finished their championship 
season by posting an incredible record of 24– 
3 in Class 3 boys’ baseball and an overall 
amazing record of 61–7 over the past three 
seasons. 

The Cardinals consist of 21 tremendous 
young men, including Kyle Becerra, Tim 
Brown, Zack Colwell, Tom Contreras, Johnny 
Coy, Cory Eckert, Austin Garton, Colton 
Garton, Scott Hedden, Cody Kirschner, Jake 
Kretzer, Kyle Mason, Justin Mattice, Trevor 
Moss, Ryan Pinson, Marcus Pritchett, Eli Rey-
nolds, Josh Reynolds, Craig Wilburn, Ryan 
Winger and Josh Zuptich. 

Also, I want to recognize the great leader-
ship of the team including Head Coach Mike 
Musser, who was assisted by Greg Reynolds, 
Stephen Thatcher, Justin McCarthy and Ray 
Brown. I also want to acknowledge the work of 
school administrators, Superintendent Melody 
Smith, Principals Jeanette Westfall and Jeff 
Modis, and Athletic Director Mike Ziesel, as 
additional keys to success. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me in 
congratulating the achievement of the Benton 
Cardinals boys’ High School baseball team on 
their terrific season and state championship. It 
is an honor to represent this team in the 
United States Congress. 

f 

HAPPY 80TH BIRTHDAY TO MR. M. 
BLOUKE CARUS 

HON. JERRY WELLER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 18, 2007 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to offer congratulations to Mr. M. 

Blouke Carus of Peru, Illinois on the occasion 
of his 80th birthday. 

A captain of industry, publisher, inventor, 
veteran, engineer, educator, linquist, preserva-
tionist and community servant, Mr. Carus is 
undoubtedly one of the most accomplished 
persons I have the privilege of representing in 
the Congress of the United States. 

As Chairman of Carus Corporation, Mr. 
Carus oversees this privately held holding 
company which includes the Carus Chemical 
Company, the world leader in the fields of 
water treatment and air purification through 
the manufacturing and application of potas-
sium permanganate and a variety of man-
ganese compounds. 

Mr. Carus is also Vice-Chairman of Carus 
Publishing Company which includes Open 
Court General Books and 14 children’s maga-
zines including such well-known publications 
as Cricket, Ladybug and Spider. This high 
quality children’s literature has educated and 
entertained young people for more than three 
decades. 

Mr. Carus has also demonstrated a lifelong 
interest in education. His educational achieve-
ments include the development of textbooks 
and teaching programs in the areas of read-
ing, language arts and mathematics. By Presi-
dential appointment, Mr. Carus has served as 
a member of the National Council on Edu-
cation Research which established research 
policy for the United States Department of 
Education. He played an important role in es-
tablishing Illinois Valley Community College 
(IVCC) by chairing the Citizens Committee 
which led the effort to create IVCC. Today, 40 
years after its creation, IVCC enables thou-
sands of students to obtain post-secondary 
educations in many fields while serving as a 
catalyst for economic development and great-
er employment throughout the Illinois Valley. 

Mr. Carus has long been a champion of 
both enhanced school to work educational 
programs as well as the need for strong sys-
tems of educational accountability. He has 
pursued these critically important goals as 
chairman of the Education Committee of the Il-
linois Manufacturers’ Association and as a 
member of the Illinois Governor’s Task Force 
on School-to-Work Transition. 

It gives me special pleasure to note the 
leadership role of Mr. Carus in restoring and 
reopening the historic Hotel Kaskaskia in 
downtown LaSalle, Illinois. The accomplish-
ment of this goal will not only save a structure 
deemed to have national historic significance 
but will also spark the economic revitalization 
of the downtown business area of the City of 
LaSalle. 

In closing, I urge my colleagues to seek out 
and highlight the contributions and achieve-
ments of the leading citizens of their own con-
gressional districts across our Nation. 
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TRIBUTE TO ONCOLOGY NURSES 

HON. JULIA CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 18, 2007 

Ms. CARSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to call attention to the important and essential 
role that oncology nurses play in providing 
quality cancer care. These nurses are prin-
cipally involved in the administration and moni-

toring of chemotherapy and the associated 
side-effects patients experience. As anyone 
ever treated for cancer will tell you, oncology 
nurses are intelligent, well-trained, highly 
skilled, kind-hearted angels who provide qual-
ity clinical, psychosocial, and supportive care 
to patients and their families. In short, they are 
integral to our Nation’s cancer care delivery 
system. 

On behalf of the people with cancer and 
their families in Indiana’s 7th Congressional 
District, I would like to specifically acknowl-
edge Julie Painter from Indianapolis, Indiana, 
for her service on the Oncology Nursing Soci-
ety Board of Directors, as a Director-at-Large, 
and her role as a Clinical Nurse Specialist at 
the Community Health Network. Julie has 
served on the ONS Board of Directors for the 
past 3 years; and prior to that, she served as 
Congress Chairperson in 1996, the Nomi-
nating Committee in 1996–1999, and on the 
Oncology Nursing Certification Corporation 
Nominating Committee in 2000–2002. She re-
ceived her Master’s degree and post-Master’s 
Nurse Practitioner degree from Indiana Univer-
sity. 

The Oncology Nursing Society has four 
chapters in my home state of Indiana, includ-
ing one in my hometown of Indianapolis. 
These chapters serve the oncology nurses in 
the state and support them in their efforts to 
provide high-quality cancer care to patients 
and their families throughout Indiana. Julie has 
been a member of ONS for 20 years and has 
served as President, Vice President, News-
letter Editor, and more of the Central Indiana 
Chapter based in Indianapolis. 

Since 1975, the Oncology Nursing Society 
has been dedicated to excellence in patient 
care, teaching, research, administration, and 
education in the field of oncology. The Oncol-
ogy Nursing Society is the largest organization 
of oncology health professionals in the world, 
with more than 35,000 registered nurses and 
other health care professionals. The Society’s 
mission is to promote excellence in oncology 
nursing and quality cancer care. I commend 
Julie and her organization for all that they do 
in the field of oncology. 

Cancer is a complex, multifaceted, and 
chronic disease, and people with cancer are 
best served by a multidisciplinary health care 
team specialized in oncology care, including 
nurses who are certified in that specialty. Ac-
cording to the American Cancer Society, one 
in three women and one in two men will re-
ceive a diagnosis of cancer at some point in 
their lives, and one out of every four deaths in 
the United States results from cancer. This 
year, approximately 30,040 people in Indiana 
will be diagnosed with cancer, and another 
12,730 will lose their battles with this terrible 
disease. Every day, oncology nurses see the 
pain and suffering caused by cancer and un-
derstand the physical, emotional, and financial 
challenges that people with cancer face 
throughout their diagnosis and treatment. 

Today, more than two-thirds of cancer 
cases strike people over the age of 65, and 
the number of cancer cases diagnosed among 
senior citizens is projected to double by 2030. 
At the same time, many of the community- 
based cancer centers are facing significant 
barriers in hiring the specialized oncology 
nurses they need to treat cancer patients. We 
are on the verge of a major national nursing 
shortage, and it is estimated that there will be 
a shortage of 1,016,900 nurses in the year 
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